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Although the Swiss Postal Department began  
to allow cash mailings beginning in 1849, it did not  
introduce a domestic money order service until July  
1, 1862, as part of new postal rates effective that  
date. At first it used a green envelope with no  
imprinted value for recording the money order fee  

(Figure 1). On the front were printed spaces for the  

tracking number, amount, fee and address of the  
recipient. The fee equaled the rate for a parcel with  
declared value based on both distance and value, with  
a minimum charge of 15c, plus an additional charge  
of 5c for the envelope.  

For official money orders the Postal  
Department used a white envelope imprinted  gratis  
to show it was free of a fee. This free service was for  

federal officials, cantonal offices, military units and  

charitable organizations. However, some green  
envelopes exist with a handstamped  gratis .  

To avoid delaying letter dispatches, separate  
cash delivery messengers carried the money orders. When an envelope containing money arrived at a  
destination post office, the addressee received notice to pick it up. At his post office he opened the  
envelope, took out the money and confirmed the amount. The post office kept the envelope. Both ends of  
this cash transaction had to take place within a post office to reduce the risk of loss.  

Money orders could also be forwarded by telegraph offices upon payment of a telegram charge,  

based on the number of words, in addition to the money order fee. The receiving telegraph office delivered  
a telegram to the addressee advising him to come for the money.  (continued on page 2)  
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Fig. 1. 1862 green, domestic, money order envelope used to send 80 
francs 217km from Carouge to Lugano, August 12,1863. Fee of 60c 
(upper right) was parcel post rate for up to 100fr going 216-240km.  
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At first the maximum amount that could be paid out was 300 francs from any receiving postal dis-
trict headquarters location and 150fr from all other post offices. During the first six months of service, 
36,296 money orders were delivered, 5,640 of them official and therefore free, and 200 of them by tele-
graph. The postal administration received 10% of 
the telegraph service's money order revenue. Dur-
ing 1863, the first full year of service, 503 post of-
fices sent 113,628 money orders, 19,733 of them 
free and 658 of them by telegraph. By 1864 the re-
ceiving post offices provided regular delivery to the 
addresses of money recipients. Postal depots could 
deliver but not issue money orders 

On October 1, 1865, the Postal Department 
simplified the transmitting of money orders as let-
ters instead of parcels. The amounts accepted for 
delivery increased on November 15, 1865, to 500fr 
at principal post offices and 200fr at others. On the 
same date 316 important depots also began to ac-
cept money orders. By January 1, 1866, a total of 

Fig. 3. 1869 orange 20c card for 1-100fr, used for delivery of 64fr 75c 
from Avenches in Postal District II (headquarters in Lausanne) to Lau-
sanne, December 4, 1870. 

printed in the same colors as the current, perforated 
Sitting Helvetia adhesive stamps, the exception be-
ing the carmine 60c. Telegraph offices were limited 
to handling only up to 300fr. 

Beginning January 1, 1869, the Postal De-
partment issued redesigned cards in the same colors 
for the same scale of fees from 20c to 60c (Figure 3). 
Each card included trilingual text in the upper 
right corner stating the maximum amount of money 
allowed for its imprinted fee. The card included a 
perforated coupon that a postal clerk could remove 
from its left end and give to the customer as a re-
ceipt. The coupon portion exists in both narrow and 
wide versions. In accordance with trilingual text in 
the card's upper left corner, the dispatching post 
office used a Roman numeral (continued on page 18) 

Fig. 2. 1867 carmine 60c card overprinted officiel for free money remit-
tances to military personnel during the Franco-Prussian War, and 
used here by a relative of a musketeer in the 4th Company of the 70th 
Battalion at Busserach to send 10fr without charge from Le Brassus in 
Postal District II (headquarters in Lausanne) on October 21, 1870. 

897 post offices and depots were authorized both to 
issue and pay money orders. The number pur-
chased by the public equaled 271,393 in 1865 and 
422,687 in 1866, a 55% increase. 

By July 1, 1867, the Postal Department rea-
lized it needed to reorganize its money order sys-
tem because of the fast-growing use of the service. 
It stopped using the cumbersome, non-denominated 
envelopes related to the parcel rates. Instead it 
introduced denominated cards (Figure 2) with five 
different values reflecting uniform fees for different 
levels of money order amounts in 100fr increments, 
ranging from a minimum fee of 20 centimes for up 
to 100fr and a maximum fee of 60c for 401-500fr. 
Printed texts called "observations" on the backs 
instructed the post offices how to use the cards. 
Four of the five values (20, 30, 40, 50, 60) were 

Fig. 4. 1876 blue 30c card for new minimum fee for 1-100fr, used for 
telegraph transmission of 15fr money order from Basel in Postal Dis-
trict V (headquarters in Basel) to Fribourg, October 28,1879. Telegraph 
office handstamped the card with a T". As usual for telegraph instead 
of postal service, the customer retained the card as well as the still-
attached left-hand coupon. 
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From the President's 
Album 

by Harlan F. Stone 

Thank you to the 29 AHPS members who 
made donations to our treasury by adding to the 
amount of their 2010 dues checks, and to the 14 
who declined to take a dues discount for early 
payment. Whether you think your society is doing 
a good job, or whether you have confidence in our 
future progress, or both, you have been inspired to 
make tax-deductible contributions amounting to 
$792.50. Your Board of Trustees welcomes and ap-
preciates your tangible support. 

So far only one AHPS overseas member has 
chosen to reduce his dues by accepting our new 
offer of electronic delivery of Tell. He is Pierre 
Guinand, the well-known Swiss expert known to a 
good number of our American members. The offer 
advances our journal Tell into the growing ranks of 
philatelic periodicals that publish electronic issues. 

Sophie Buser and Edith Faulstich, both 
presidents and editors of the original Helvetia So-
ciety for Collectors of Switzerland in the 1950s, 
were prominently mentioned in "The History of 
American Women in Philately" by AHPS member 
Cheryl Ganz in the December 2009 issue of The 
American Philatelist. Her article even included a 
photo of Sophie (1902-1997), who was also one of 
our first forerunner society's nine founding mem-
bers in 1938. I've been around long enough to have 
personally known both her and Edith (1907-1972), 
an internationally-known postal historian, when I 
was still a very young collector. In the photo of So-
phie, taken during our 1988 convention at SEPAD 
in Philadelphia, I was standing next to her before 
the photo was cropped. 

AHPS Convention in 
Minneapolis in 2010 

by Mike Peter 

Our next Convention will be at the 2010 
Minnesota Stamp Expo in Crystal, Minnesota, a 
suburb of Minneapolis, on July 16, 17, and 18, 
2010. To the best of my knowledge the AHPS has 
never been to this World Series Show and the or-
ganizers are very excited that we chose their show 
as our convention site. 

Information about the show and exhibitor 
applications are available on their website  

www.stampsminnesota.com .  Click on the Min-
nesota Stamp Expo. The official show hotel is 
nearby in Plymouth, Minnesota. The Radisson Ho-
tel and Conference Center. 3131 Campus Dr. We 
will have a special rate and it's a nice hotel. 763-
559-6600. The hotel will run shuttles to the show 
site, and at certain times also runs shuttles to and 
from the airport. 

The show does not have an awards ban-
quet, but presents awards at an afternoon wine 
and cheese party on Saturday. This means we will 
have organized AHPS dinners in the Minneapolis 
area both Friday and Saturday. One night we will 
visit a popular German restaurant (sorry, but no 
Swiss restaurants are around). The second night 
we will enjoy great local cuisine. (Grilled Walleye 
anyone?) Reservations are a must so we can give 
the venues a number that will attend. Email me 
at: mpeter@tritechcoatings.com   

As in the past we will have our Show and 
Tell get together Friday, annual meeting Saturday, 
and swap fest Sunday morning. We will also be 
able to enjoy a hospitality suite at the hotel on Fri-
day and Saturday evenings after dinner. 

Minnesota is great in the summer time and 
there is plenty to do for everyone that attends. The 
metropolitan Minneapolis/St Paul area is one of 
the nicest cities in the US. Great museums, thea-
ter, Mall of America, restaurants, shopping in 
downtown Minneapolis are all a short drive away. 
We look forward to a great turnout by our mem-
bership. 

Recent Swiss Exhibit 
Winners 
• James Johnstone, Cross & Numerals, TIMPEX 

09 (New Zealand National Exhibition), large 
gold, Fletcher Cole trophy (grand award run-
ner-up). 

• Charles LaBlonde, "Swiss Post International 
Activity in Italy, the Baveno Story", STAMP 
EXPO 09 (Albany, N.Y.), literature vermeil. 

• Harlan Stone, Postal Services 1862-1891, VA-
PEX 09, gold. 

• George Struble, "Development of Swiss Airmail 
to 1939", INDYPEX 09, gold, APS 1900-1940 
medal, American Philatelic Congress award 
(best write-up); AEROPEX 09 (Beijing, China), 
gold (91). 
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• Steve Turchik, Struble Usages 1854-1863, 
SESCAL 09, vermeil. 

• Andrew Urushima, 1944 Lausanne Olympic 
Jubilee, ITALIA 09, silver (76). 

Book Review: The In- 
ternment of Foreign 
Military in Switzerland, 
1859, 1871, 1916-19, by 
Georges Schild 

by Michael Rutherfoord 

The Internment of Foreign Military in Switzerland, 
1859, 1871, 1916- 19, by Georges Schild. Order di-
rect from Georges Schild, Rainmatt-Strasse 3, CH-
3011 BERN or by email g.schild@datacomm.ch  or 
Fax at 0041 (0)31 381 4750. Price CHF 70.00, 
postage: Switzerland CHF 10.00, UK CHF 18.00, 
ask for other countries. 

Most philatelists know Georges Schild's 30 
year-old booklet "The Internment of WW II Mili-
tary in Switzerland", which has became a "bible" 
for postal historians in many countries. Now he 
has exceeded all expectations with his new book of 
336 pages (also in German) on the previous in-
ternments. A reverse sequel. 

To call this book "remarkable" is not 
enough, it is bursting with colour illustrations, 
facts and figures galore, maps, covers, historical 
photographs, orders and instructions, the lot, with 
emphasis on the postal side. 

There are 3 main sections: 

A. The Austrians in Laveno (Tessin) in 1859 (who 
ever heard of them before?), 8 pages. 

B. The French Bourbaki Army in 1871. Well-
known, but here are all the details, 45 pages. 

C. The Great War period 1916 to 1919 (WW I we 
say today) Never been covered in such detail 
before, 264 pages. 

The historical explanations are so interest-
ing to me because he explains what had never 
happened before. 

• What did it mean to be a neutral country with 
fighting all around, when a new type of POW 
(Prisoner of War) had to be created? Here the 
creation of the Red Cross in Switzerland in 
1864 showed the way on how these non-
combatants were to be treated. 

• The problem of 90,000 armed, cold and hungry 
men suddenly appearing on the Swiss border in 
February 1871, twice the size of the Swiss Ar-
my? What do you do? 

• When both sides in 1916 asked Switzerland to 
look after their wounded and sick POWs, thou-
sands of new problems; how was this to be or-
ganised? 

In both cases the importance of letters to 
and from these rescued men cannot be under-
estimated, but it had to be arranged fast Millions 
of them, free. 

This book says where they were quartered 
and how the post was organised, with unique doc-
uments and many personal letters. Specialists will 
have many of their questions answered. Probably 
all the relevant Postal Circulars are printed in full, 
a mine of little-known information. 

A list of books on further aspects completes 
the story as far as is possible today. But it will 
never be all. 

AHPS Auction 146 
Prices realized 

Lot 
# 

Selling 
price $ 

Lot 
# 

Selling 
price $ 

Lot 
# 

Selling 
price $ 

4 100 42 113 90 33 
5 50 43 170 91 35 
7 50 44 3 92 12 

14 25 47 615 93 26 
16 210 48 94 4 
18 120 55 450 95 6 
19 20 57 75 96 5 
20 20 61 50 97 100 
21 100 62 10 98 6 
22 10 63 100 99 28 
23 46 64 55 100 925 
25 25 65 13 101 325 
28 9 66 19 103 25 
29 4 67 50 104 36 
30 14 76 42 105 40 
31 3 77 16 108 100 
32 7 78 64 109 12 
33 9 79 34 110 16 
34 16 80 45 118 35 
35 170 81 13 120 90 
37 70 82 34 121 17 
38 10 85 200 122 25 
40 44 87 20 123 40 
41 52 89 105 126 450 
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Heinz Katcher, about 1980, reprinted 
from March 1993 TELL 

Contributors to AHPS 
in 2009 

Twenty-nine members have made tax de-
ductible contributions to AHPS in 2009. We thank 
them for their generosity. In addition, several 
members waived the discount for early renewal of 
their memberships. The total of the donations 
came to $745.50. 

Double Geneva ($100 or more): 
Edward Manley 
Emil Tobler 
Bruce Marsden 

Strubel ($25 to $99): 
Dwight Bishop 
Robert Bruce Wilson 
Page Thibodeaux 
Terry Smith 
Roger Hinze 
Robert Zeigler 
Ernest Bergman 
Robert Juceam 
Kenneth Bell 
Michael Cartwright 
Anonymous (2) 

Sitting Helvetia ($10 to $24) 
Jim Morrison 
Henry Morf 
Mark Dauer 
Stephen Shively 
Anonymous 

Standing Helvetia (under $10) 
Clarence Gauldin 
Elliot Landau 
Brian King 
Robert Stewart 
Andrew Urushima 
Anonymous (4)  

Heinz Katcher 
1922 - 2009 

Swiss philately lost a dear friend in De-
cember with the death of Heinz Katcher. Based in 
London, he supplied many of us with important 
items for our collections, and performed the im-
mensely valuable service of publishing a catalog in 
English using Zumstein numbering and containing 
a wealth of information. 

Heinz re-
ceived his first 
stamp collection 
from his mother 
when he was 7. He 
wrote in the March 
1993 TELL: "From 
then onwards I was 
the pest of the fam-
ily, bothering 
friends and rela-
tives for every tiny 
bit of paper they 
received in corres-
pondence. By the 
age of 11 I had 
made a deal with a 
shop which sold school stationery and stamps to 
give them my duplicates for sale, keeping 1/3 of the 
proceeds and using the remaining % to buy stamps 
from them which I had not got." 

He was aboard the last train load of Jewish 
children from Austria in 1938 (organized by Count 
Bernadotte under the auspices of the Swedish em-
bassy) and never saw his parents again. He was 
able to have his collection sent to an aunt in New 
York City, but later during the war the collection 
was handed to a New York auction house; "she did 
not ask for a receipt and that (continued on page 8) 

I. G. STAMPS 	 SWITZERLAND 
Please visit my Web site: http:www.iostamps.com  

• Over 6000 offers of Swiss stamps and Postal history. 
• Each item has a brief description and picture. 
• You can search for your particular collecting interest. 
• As not all my stock will be listed I welcome your wants list. 
• Those members who do not have a computer please contact me. I will send you a 

printed copy of your collecting interests. 

Ian Gilchrist, I. G. Stamps, PO Box 15, Harrogate HG11 1SL, England 

E Mail admin@icistamps.com   
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Understanding Swiss Transatlantic Mail 
A Book Review by Harlan F. Stone, CPhH 

Understanding Transatlantic Mail Volume 2 by Richard F. Winter. American Philatelic Society (APS), 2009. 
Numbered pp. i-xxvi + 483-1056. Many black and white illustrations of covers, datestamps, other informa-
tional handstamps and rate markings, with Swiss rate tables and CD of covers in color. Hardbound with 
dust jacket, 83/4 x 11 1/4 inches, ISBN-13:978-0-933580-76-3. Price $95 or APS members $76 from APS, 
100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823. 

North Atlantic mail expert Dick Winter published Volume 1 of Understanding Transatlantic Mail 
in 2006 describing the U.S. mail conventions with Bremen (1847, 1853), Great Britain (1848, 1867-68, 
1869), Prussia (1852) and France (1857,1874), and many covers that contract steamships (packets) carried 
in both directions under these conventions during 1840-1875. 

Now with Volume 2 the other shoe has dropped for collectors of Swiss covers to and from the United 
States. Continuing the pagination from Volume 1, Winter now describes the U.S. conventions and addi-
tional articles of agreement with Hamburg (1857), Belgium (1859,1867, 1870, 1873), Netherlands (1867, 
1870, 1874), North German Union (1867, 1870, 1871) and Switzerland (1867, 1870, 1872, 1874). Note that 
these are the years when the postal agreements were signed, not always the same as their later effective 
dates. 

In his introduction Winter says his intent is to explain fully all the postal markings on covers re-
lated to the different conventions, a mission he carries out so successfully that he admits, "Some may find 
the textual descriptions of each cover to be lengthy and perhaps even a bit boring." 

To help collectors analyze covers themselves, his introduction includes a primer on how to proceed, 
starting first with a cover's place and date of origin. Recognition of the differences in the datestamps and 
accounting handstamps associated with each convention leads to the cover's routing and postage rate. 
These lead in turn to the specific ship that carried the cover, as listed in North Atlantic Mail Sailings 1840-
75, which Winter co-authored with the late Walter Hubbard and published alone in 1988. 

The 26-page double-columned index includes all origins, destinations, postmarks, rate markings 
and ships mentioned in the book. This exceptional level of detail permits the owner of a cover with only the 
name of its place of origin, for example, to find quickly the illustrations and descriptions of similar covers. 

Since this book review is appearing in a journal for collectors of Switzerland, the balance will con-
centrate on the chapter devoted to Switzerland and the conventions that affected it, comprising 168 pages 
of text that describe 154 illustrated covers, all of them in color on the accompanying CD. 

The earliest ship letters between Switzerland and the United States (up to 1850) were via Great 
Britain and/or France and were subject to conventions between the United States and Great Britain, Great 
Britain and France, and France and the Swiss cantons of Basel, Zurich, Bern (Fischer Post), Neuchatel, 
Vaud and Geneva. 

A series of easy-to-understand rate tables show international rate changes via France and Great 
Britain based on four Swiss domestic distance zones established by Switzerland's new federal Postal De-
partment (1850), adoption of a uniform Swiss monetary currency based on the French centime in place of 
the German kreuzer (1852), two distance zones instead of four for international mail (1854), elimination of 
Swiss zones for international mail (1857), reduction in charges between France and Great Britain (1857), 
the first U.S.-French convention (1857), and reduction of Swiss zones from three to two for domestic mail 
(1862). 

Although the U.S. conventions with Bremen (1847, 1853), Prussia (1852), Hamburg (1857), Belgium 
(1859, 1867) and North German Union (1867) all included provisions for mail to Switzerland, Winter says 
he has never seen or cannot show any cover from Switzerland under the 1847 Bremen arrangement, 1859 
and 1867 Belgium conventions, and 1867 North German Union convention, and only one cover under the 
1857 Hamburg convention. He reports that Swiss covers are also decidedly scarce under the 1853 Bremen 
and 1852 Prussian conventions. 

The first U.S.-Swiss convention, effective April 1, 1868, established direct mail exchange between 
Basel and New York via closed mailbags through Germany, Ostende (Belgium) and London at a uniform 
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rate of 80 centimes per 15 grams. This was reduced to 50c on May 1, 1870. A second change on July 1, 
1872, reduced the rate to 40c via Bremen or Hamburg instead of Ostende. A final change on May 1, 1874, 
permitted the exchange of 10c postal cards if they went through Bremen or Hamburg. The U.S.-Swiss con-
vention also included printed matter at 15c per 40gr via Ostende (1868) and 10c via Bremen or Hamburg 
(1872). These dated changes include clarifications to and expansions of Richard Schafer's rate tables in his 
book 1459-1907 Swiss Letter Mail to Foreign Countries. 

In a final section on registered mail, Winter states that registered letters from Switzerland are 
"quite rare". He is able to show only one, a "remarkable" example that left Switzerland via the Prussian 
Closed Mail route in 1867. 

In a book this size it is probably inevitable that it will contain printing errors. For example, the 
U.S.-French convention ended on December 31, 1869, not 1867 as printed on page 955 and in the table of 
contents on page vii. 

As an example of Winter's lengthy de-
scriptive treatment of every cover, I have 
chosen the one in Figure 1. This cover came 
to his attention too late for inclusion in Vo-
lume 2. It left Switzerland by a temporary 
emergency route officially in effect August 1-
18 through France instead of southern Ger-
many and Belgium during the Franco-
Prussian War. Winter considered it such an 
"extraordinary" example of postal history, 
however, that he printed a special insert for a 
paper he presented on "United States-
Switzerland Convention Mail" at the June 15- 
17, 2009, meeting of the International Postal 	Fig. 1. Underpaid Franco-Prussian War emergency rate cover from Switzerland 

History Fellowship at Pont a Mousson, 	to the United States via France. (Stone collection, ex Soderberg) 

France. The following quotation is from that paper. 

Figure 1 "illustrates a cover from Switzerland to the United States during the war-rate period, a 
letter insufficiently paid. This envelope without the letter contents was posted at Geneva on 11 August 
1870, and was addressed to Napa, California. Napa is located 36 miles north northeast of San Francisco. 
The letter was paid 50 centimes with three 10 centimes carmine 1867 adhesives and a 20 centimes orange 
1863 adhesive, each canceled with a black double-circle datestamp of the Geneva Succ. Rive postal station. 
An additional strike of this postmark appears to the right of the adhesives. The payment was the correct 
amount for a letter being sent in the Swiss mail via Belgium and England. 

"The letter was sent to Basel to be included in the convention mail for the United States. Here it 
received a black circular datestamp of Basel on the reverse. Although properly paid for transit through 
Belgium and England, this route had been temporarily suspended. Since the replacement route through 
France and England required a higher rate, 80 centimes per 15 grams, the letter was insufficiently paid 
and marked by the Basel clerk in the lower left corner with the handstamp AFFR.INSUF. He also struck 
in the upper right corner the handstamp VIA FRANKREICH to show the transit route would be through 
France. Just under this marking, later to be overstruck with the New York datestamp, he marked the 
short payment with a special handstamp created for this purpose. It read Taxe manquante cents. 
The empty space in the marking was filled with a manuscript "6" in blue crayon to show that the deficiency 
was 6¢ (equivalent to 30 centimes). The letter was placed in a closed mail bag and sent to England via Par-
is and Calais. 

"The closed bag was put unopened on board the Cunard steamship Scotia when she called at 
Queenstown on 14 August, and arrived at New York on 23 August 1870. The bag was opened and the let-
ter was marked on the right side by a New York exchange office clerk with a black circular datestamp, 
NEW YORK/(date)/13/U.S. NOTES, showing that the letter was not fully paid (absence of "Paid All") and 
that the postage due was 13¢ in depreciated greenback notes. The letter was sent by train across the Unit-
ed States to California. A faint pencil docketing notation in the lower right corner shows the letter reached 
the recipient on the evening of 3 September. 
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"Since California did not use greenback notes, the postage due collected was 13¢ in coin. This 
represented 6¢ owed to Switzerland for the underpayment, 5¢ insufficiently paid letter fine, and the 2¢ 
premium marked by the New York clerk for the depreciated currency. This extraordinary cover is the only 
one that I have seen showing insufficient payment of the 80 centimes rate during this very short-lived war 
rate period." 

For those who still want more details on their U.S.-Swiss covers, Winter's bibliography cites 30 ar-
ticles that he consulted in preparing this volume, starting with past issues of Tell on the AHPS website and 
including articles by an international list of postal historians. 

The author deserves the highest praise for creating a "database" of transatlantic covers that will 
undoubtedly assist cover collectors forever. The half-page columns of text, the cover illustrations, the re-
productions of all handstamps and manuscript markings — all fit into pleasing page layouts that add great 
value to his years of study. 

Heinz Katcher 
1922 - 2009 
(continued from page 5) was that." On arrival in 
England as a refugee, he spent time in internment 
camps before being taken in as a foster child by a 
devout Quaker family. 

"During the war my profession here in 
London was photography. The firm I worked for 
had war contracts with the R.A.F. and Army which 
kept me busy, sometimes up to 96 hours without 
sleep when we were on assignments. I earned good 
money and so did the owner of the firm I worked 
for. The difference between us was that I saved it 
to build up a home and he gambled it away. By 
early 1946 he was on the verge of bankruptcy but 
as I was manager by that time he begged me to 
stay on to wind up the business for a few months 
without a salary and that is when all the fun 
started. I said 'yes' providing I could sell my 
stamps (by that time I had another collection) in 
his shop using the window display without paying 
him rent. 

"I had a general stock and made enough 
money to keep the wolf from the door. One day a 
Swiss gentleman came to the shop and offered me 
some beautiful Pro Juventute and Pro Patria sets 
which we had not seen in England at that time. I  

had no Swiss to sell so I bought one of each and 
put them in the window. Within three days they 
were all gone. The same gentleman visited me the 
following week and this time I bought three of each 
plus a larger selection. The same thing happened 
again — they were so popular I decided that here 
was something to explore further. 

"One night the police called me at home to 
say that the studio had been broken into and that 
my entire stock of stamps had been stolen. A few 
months later the owner of the studio was arrested 
and put in jail for having burgled his own premis-
es. He got cold feet and burnt all the stamps — a 
two time loser! 

"So there I was without income and no 
stamps with the insurance taking their time to set-
tle the claim. So I went to work for an established 
stamp firm in the city. Finally, the insurance set-
tlement arrived and, yes you have guessed it, I 
went to Switzerland and spent the whole lot on 
Swiss material, making up a price list, advertising 
from home and building up to becoming a Swiss 
"specialist." There were hard times to follow be-
cause in the early fifties, money was extremely 
scarce, and competition started up. I began cut-
ting my prices but I followed my nose and did not 
start a price war. By 1955 my competition was 
bankrupt and I had the market to myself." 

(Continued on page 15) 

Interested in knowing more about Swiss postal stationery? 

Please contact the 

Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 
Secretary : Albrik J. Wiederkehr, Rue du Carroz 5, CH-1278 La Rippe 
E-mail: albrikwi@bluewin.ch  
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Fig. 1. K-cancel 356a 

Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall 

Let me start off this month's column with a note from member Steven Weston. 

Every collector has some philatelic literature even if it's just old stamp and auction ca-
talogs. Other collectors will buy what you no longer want. I have bought and sold phi-
latelic literature and other items using the Auctions published in Tell. They are 
another great benefit of AHPS membership. 

Recently, I was looking for some specialized literature about Swiss airmail and coil 
stamps. I knew there were a couple of books on those subjects, so I used a web search 
engine and found them both, and more, for sale at a website that specializes in phila-
telic literature, http://www.philabooks.com . The site is easy to use and has German 
and English language support. 

They are located in Germany and are a member of the APS and the Royal Philatelic 
Society London. Check it out. If you do, you may find what you've been looking for. 
(And don't forget about the APS and AHPS libraries for short-term lending.) 

Thanks, Steve, for that excellent advice. 

I want to start a new feature in my column which is best described as exploring Switzerland 
through its K-cancels. I think you'll see what I mean after you read this first installment. Let me know 
what you think. 

Herzogenbuchsee is a town in the northern part of canton Bern near Lan-
genthal. It had a population of 6,646 in 2009. It has had two K-cancels to date. The 
first, K-356, was in use from August 3, 1964, until April 6, 1970. It was not replaced 
until March 16, 1987, by K-cancel 356a. The only difference between the two cancels 

is the location of the PLZ, 3360. On the 
earlier version it was located within the 
cancel rather than around the edge as is 
the current style. Figure 1 shows the new-
er version. 

Now let's look at the design of the cancel, two buildings 
•  ti ll  , I  facing a plaza with a fountain. The building on the left is the 
it  1 +4  Gemeindehaus, the one on the right the Kornhaus. Figure 2 

'Mg shows a photograph of the same scene as shown on the K- 
cancel. The plaza is called the Sonnenplatz with its Dorfbrun- 

11 nen (town fountain). The Gemeindehaus contains frescos by 
Fig. 2. Gemeindehaus and Kornhaus in 	 Cuno Amiet. The Kornhaus (the former corn exchange) was 
Herzogenbuchsee 	 built in 1581-2 and features a sundial. 

Is this sort of information of interest to my readers? Let me know. 

Here is the latest installment of post office closings and other changes. 

1. On November 11,2009, the post office at 1938 Campex-Lac (canton Valais) was closed [assumed by 1937 
Orsieres] [K-cancel 676a was last used on that date] Note: this cancel was only in use for 6 years, a 
short time compared to most K-cancels. 

2. On December 11, 2009, the post office at 1441 Valeyres-sous-Montagny (canton Vaud) was closed 
[assumed by 1400 Yverdon] 

3. On December 30, 2009, the post office at 6432 Rickenbach bei Schwyz (canton Schwyz) was closed 
[assumed by 6430 Schwyz] [K-cancel 488 was last used on that date] 

4. On December 31, 2009, the following post offices were closed: 
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Par Ivlei 
B7 Ali Nal 

Att: Mr. Oederlin 

3158 Guggisberg (canton Bern) [assumed by 3150 Schwarzenburg] 
[K-cancel 1574 was last used on that date] 

7023 Haldenstein (canton Graubunden) [assumed by 7000 Chur] 

On that same date the following post offices changed their names and/or PLZ: 
6014 Littau (canton Luzern) 
6002 Luzern 2 Bahnhof (canton Luzern) 
5032 Rohr (canton Aargau) [K-cancel 969 was last used on that date] 

On January 4, 2010, those post offices opened as, respectively: 
6014 Luzern Littau 
6000 Luzern 2 Universitat 
5032 Aarau Rohr 

5. On January 8, 2010, the post office at 1683 Brenles (canton Vaud) was closed [assumed by 1670 Ursy] 

On that same date the following post offices changed their PLZ: 
2875 Montfaucon (canton Jura) [K-cancel 1300 was last used on that date] 
2874 St-Brais (canton Jura) [K-cancel 739 was last used on that date] 

On January 8, 2010, those post offices opened as, respectively: 
2362 Montfaucon 
2364 St-Brais 

6. On January 29, 2010, the following post offices were closed: 
1792 Cordast (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 3212 Gurmels] 
6125 Menzberg (canton Luzern) [assumed by 6110 Wolhusen] 

[K-cancel 919 was last used on that date] 
3272 Walperswil (canton Bern) [assumed by 2575 nuffelen] 

7. On January 30, 2010, the post office at 6605 Locarno 5 Monti della Trinita (canton Ticino) was closed 
[assumed by 6600 Locarno 1] [K-cancel 83a was last used on that date] 

It looks like Swiss Post is starting off the new year with a bang! 

A Cover to Sulzer Bros. 
The November Helvetia Philatelic Society 

Newsletter contains a query from Ian Gilchrist 
about a cover from the U.S. to Sulzer Bros., with a 
Swiss 40-Rp. stamp which was punched, and then 
given a Telegraph cancellation. There is a Winter-
thur arrival backstamp. Why the Swiss stamp? 
Why the punched hole in it? And why a Telegraph 
cancellation? 

Michael Rutherfoord supplies the answers 
marvelously in the December Newsletter: 

"For 28 years I worked for this large inter- 
national firm Sulzer Bros. in Winterthur, and was 
lucky to have sympathetic treatment by the three 
managers of the Mail Office during this time. 
Here I learnt that during the 1930s Sulzer had a 
private arrangement with the PTT that all Ex 
press letters, perhaps also others, from foreign 

countries would be brought immediately to 
them and they, Sulzer, would pay the Swiss Ex- 
press fee of 40c. For this service Sulzer gave 
them a supply of 40c stamps, often with an 
identifying hole. The reason was that perhaps a 
quick answer would get them an order in those 
hard times. The letter shown by Ian was re- 
ceived on Tuesday 18th June 1940 and passed 
onto the Express Delivery Office, which was 
usually combined with the Telegraph Office, as 
they had the bicycles at that time. Therefore 
the Telegraph Office postmark, with a date lat- 
er than any I have seen before." 
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AHPS Auction Number 147 
Once again we offer a broad spectrum of Swiss philatelic material, ranging from luscious Cantonals 

to a formation of soldier stamps to fascinating covers of nearly every sort, and winding up with a selection 
of fine literature to grace your bookshelves. As always, you are encouraged to bid early, high and often —
and have fun! 

The first catalog number in the description is generally Zumstein, followed by Scott (Sc) ) as appro-
priate. Values are from the 2009 Zumstein unless otherwise noted. Soldier stamps are cataloged per 
Wittwer. Airmail covers are cataloged per Schweizer Luftpost Handbuch. Catalog values are converted to 
dollars at the rate CHF 1 = US$ 1.00. Most lots are illustrated on the internet via the AHPS web site 
www. swiss- stamps. org . 

Closing date for bids in this auction is March 26, 2010. Please send bids to auction manager Gor-
don Trotter by one of the following means. E-mail: auction@swiss-stamps.org  Mail: 10626 Fable Row, 
Columbia, MD 21044. E-mail bids are preferred and will be acknowledged. The deadline for submitting 
lots for the next auction is May 15, 2010.  

Lot 
# 

Description Cat. 
Val. $ 

MM. 
Bid $ 

POSTAGE STAMPS 
1 2W (Sc 1L4) unused, 4 margins, fresh, just a tiny sealed tear at bottom — beautiful 

stamp. Berra-Gautschy certificate 
2750 450 

2 2W (Sc 1L4) used, 4 margins close in a couple of spots, blurred red rosette cancel, VF. 
Berra-Gautschy certificate 

2100 850 

3 8 (3L1) used, 4 margins, light red cancel, fresh, just a tiny closed tear upper left — 
lovely. Rellstab certificate 

18000 4995 

4 23F (Sc 32A) U, 3 huge margins, barely touches upper right, VF. TWO THREADS. 
Berra-Gautschy certificate 

1475 475 

5 42 (Sc 58) U F-VF, box cancel Zofingen 30 SPT. 78 200 80 

6 43 (Sc 59) U VF, CDS Aarau 25.D(.73 70 20 

7 66E.2.53/II (Sc 82b var.) U F-VF, pearl over big 2 100 40 

8 70B (Sc 92) U F-VF 475 185 

9 78B.2.01 (Sc 99 var.) * NH F, color spot on bottom leg of cross 34.75 11.50 

10 116 (Sc 145) U block of 12, Lausanne 19.VII.14 multiple CDS 94 24 

11 12511 (Sc 152) * NH F-VF 90 45 

12 1261I//184, 14 different Tell busts, each with a socked-on-the-nose small town cancel 33+ 35 

13 135.2A.01 (Sc 189 var.) U VF, broken 8 450 135 

14 141.2.01 (Sc 143 var.) * NH VF, H and L broken at top 75 40 

15 145.2.03 (Sc 192 var.) * VF, broken knee 75 19.50 

16 165 (Sc 202) * HR VF 45 15 

17 212.2.02 (Sc 239 var.) * NH VF, broken column 150 85 

18 279.2.02 (Sc 310 var.) * NH VF horizontal margin strip of 3, missing electric mast 450- 
750 

395 

19 511-5 (Sc 546-50) U blocks of 4 recovered from mailed pieces 10 8 

20 594H1-599H4 (Sc 632-3,7,40) U VF, 16 singles, 16 pairs, 4 booklet panes, all from 
booklets and first day cancelled 

107 35 

21 791,837-8,887,977-8 et al. U VF, singles, pairs, booklet panes, most first day cancelled 256 75 

22 355R-63R (Sc 382b-90b) * NH VF coils in strips of 5 with control numbers 75 21 

23 K7 III (Sc 157a) U VF 30 14 

24 K9 (Sc 172c) * VF 137.50 48 

25 K18 (Sc 168a) U VF 3 1.50 
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26 K22 * VF 22.50 9 

27 K24 (Sc 168d) U VF 5.50 2.50 

28 K25y (Sc 176a) U VF 5 2.50 

29 K25y (Sc 176a) U VF 5 2.50 

30 K26y * VF 15 6.50 

31 K27y U VF 8.50 4 

32 Z3 * NH F-VF 70 32 

33 Z4 * NH F-VF 12 5 

34 Z7 * NH VF 5 2.50 

35 Z16z * NH VF 100 43 

36 Z25d-27f * LH VF 53 21 

37 Z33a-38c * NH VF, 25 se-tenant pairs complete 750 395 

38 Z41 I, Z41 II (Sc B229-30 se-tenant) blocks of 4 unused and used (4 blocks) recovered 
from Pestalozzi World Foundation folder (included), blocks are VF but without gum 

480 100 

39 S69-72 * NH VF 6 2.50 

40 WII/26-9 (Sc B146-9) * VF 11 6 

41 WIII/31 (Sc B178) * NH VF 100 35 

42 WIII/32 (Sc B206) * NH VF 325 130 

43 WIII/32 (Sc B206) U VF 270 100 

44 WIII/72 (Sc B563) * NH VF 6 3.50 

45 D V/II Brown Pestalozzi lower left corner pair with nice Hemberg camp cancel. 
Creases in lower margin, stamps VF 

80 25 

46 D V/V-VIII Father Girard stamps VF MNH 60 20 

47 P29-41 (Sc J35-47) complete unused and used (two sets) hinged on old collector page, 
F-VF 

75 25 

48 P43, P45 (Sc J49,J51) * VF 12 4 

49 F29.2.02 (Sc C29 var.) U F-VF, white roof variety 85 42.50 

50 FR1-6 * NH VF, free frank labels complete 520 395 

SOLDIER STAMPS 
51 Art 103b/1 * VF 65 32.50 

52 Art 151a/4 * NH VF SS 60 30 

53 Art 160P/5 * VF miniature sheet hinged in selvage, stamps NH 1200 475 

54 Art 215/1 * VF 9.50 5.00 

55 Art 313/2 * VF 13 6.50 

56 Art 320/2 * VF 13 6.50 

57 Art 327/2 * VF 13 6.50 

58 Bewachungstruppe 1919 * VF, paper stuck on back 20 6 

59 3 Div 6-60 * F-VF complete, few hinged, most NH 417 139 

60 3 Div 6a-60a * NH VF complete 404 138 

61 HD-Bewachungsdienst 31 U on piece 1 1 

62 Inf 70a/6 U VF SS 50 25 

63 Inf 89/9 * F-VF 25 12.50 

64 Inf 522/3-525/3 * NH VF, 4 mini-sheets complete 120 50 

65 K'stab 58 U on piece 3 2 

66 K'stab 71 U on piece 2 2 

67 K'stab 109a/2 * VF 39 19.50 
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68 K'stab 123/2 * VF 19 10 

69 Radfahrer 26/1 * NH VF 75 30 

70 Ter trp 10/1 * F-VF 75 30 

71 Verpflegung 63 U on piece with postage # 215 1 1 

72 Zerst 18/1 * VF 13 6.50 

73 Collection of 140 different WWII artillery unit stamps * VF (couple used) 536 214 

AIRMAIL COVERS & FORERUNNERS 
74 Six 1968 first flight covers, RF68.3a, 68.4a, 68.9a, 68.16a, 68.17b, 68.22a 24 4 

75 1969 first flight covers mailed from UN GenevaRF68.18bU, 68.22bU 38 11 

76 1971 first flight covers, RF71.7b, 71.9a, 71.10a, 71.11b, 71.14d, 71.14e, 71.15a, 71.16a 34 7 

77 1971 first flight covers posted from Liechtenstein RF71.9aL, 71.14dL, 71.14eL, 
71.15aL, 71.16aL, 71.23aL 

30 6 

78 1981 first flight covers Geneva-Helsinki RF81.1a,81.1b, 81.1bU 17 4 
79 1982 first flight covers Geneva and Zurich to Salisbury, with Swiss, UN Geneva, and 

Liechtenstein postage RF82.14a, 82.14aL, 82.14b, 82.14bU 
18 4 

80 1982 first flight covers from Spain, Sri Lanka, Portugal, and Greece to Switzerland 
RF82.3b, 82.10a, 82.11a, 82.12 

16 3 

81 1984 first flight covers Zurich-Chicago, with Swiss, Liechtenstein, and US postage 
RF84.8a, 84.8aL, 84.8b 

15 3 

82 1984 first flight covers mailed from UN Geneva RF84.7aU, 84.7bU, 84.12bU 12 2 

83 1980 first flight covers Geneva and Zurich to Djakarta, with Swiss, UN Geneva, and 
Liechtenstein postage RF80.1i, 80.1iL, 80.1k, 80.1kU 

26 5 

84 1980 first flight covers between Zurich and Ankara, with Swiss, Liechtenstein, and 
Turkish postage RF80.5a, 80.5aL, 80.5b 

12 2 

COVERS 
85 66B (Sc 89) VF on registered domestic cover, Trussel certificate 250 125 

86 194-200 (Sc 219-25) complete set plus extra 15c and 2 extra 30c on registered cover to 
US, opened and resealed by US customs, fee paid with affixed 10c US postage due 
stamp. Multiple customs handstamps, registry backstamps. 

75 

87 511 (Sc 546) corner block of 4 on cover 1 1 

88 511-5 (Sc 546-50) FDC 2.50 2 

89 673 (Sc 730) FDC 1 

90 677 (Sc 636) FDC 1 1 

91 801-4 (Sc 863-6) FDC 4 4 

92 960, 938 (Sc 1039,1010) on cover to US 3.50 3 

93 Z25a+228yR, Z25b+232yR, Z25c+236yR each on cover (3 covers) 150 50 

94 Z25d,Z25e,Z26f on registered domestic cover, VF 61 25 

95 S36 in strip of 5 on registered postal card announcing demonetization of certain 
stamps 

120 44 

96 S44, S47y block of 4, 210 block of 4 on registered domestic express cover, special Au- 
tomobil-Postbureau cancel A245 

126 47.50 

97 S46 on registered domestic cover 195 100 

98 F2 (Sc C2) plus others on cover to stamp dealer Jean Edelmann, Zeigler certificate 325 105 

99 F3, F5 (Sc C3,C5) on cover to England, RR station boxed cancel SEEN 23.VII.36 (sta- 
tion 721), file fold — stamps not affected 

61 30 

100 WI/ 28 (Sc B28) block of 4 on domestic cover, Liniger certificate. Cat. Val. for off cover 350 140 

101 WI/ 41-4 (Sc B41-4) on registered domestic FDC 800 175 

102 WI/ 80 (Sc B84) on commercial cover to US. Stamp has tiny nick upper right 70 14 

103 WI/91 (Sc B98) on cover 4 2 
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104 WIII/15 (x3), WI/106 (Sc B130a,B127) on registered domestic cover, strip of 3 includes 
sheet margin 

31.50 35 

105 WIII/64 (Sc 749) FDC VF 8 4 

106 D V/I Pestalozzi on official BIE cover with BIE cancel tying the stamp to the cover, 
plus 1941 Geneve and Zuoz postmarks. 6 1/ by 9" envelope, with vertical fold. 

85 30 

107 DVI/26-31 on Artcraft FDC 45 25 

108 UN/Geneva 593 full pane of 6 on large FDC, SBK 2010 cat. 53 10 

109 Backer 18 block of 4, soldier stamp on cover, army unit cancel 21 3 

110 Army championships labels 41-46 complete set of 6 on postal cover with # 256, special 
championship cancels plus Feldpost cancel 

44+ 30 

111 Army championships group of 4 covers, each with souvenir sheet 46B-E/6 plus postal 
franking, special championship cancels plus Feldpost cancels, rare and possibly 
unique. Cat. Val. off cover 

500+ 275 

112 National Fete 1931 postal card 73 (old #), 5411C (new #), flown to US, Bern 1.VII.31 
cancel 

320 100 

113 Group of 4 stampless folded letters between 1820 and 1843, VF 15 

114 Group of picture postcards showing Swiss Army activities, early 1900s to WWII. 4 in 
full color, rest black and white, 2 of the latter are used, rest unused 

20 

115 645-8 (Sc 687-90) used blocks of 4 in oversize PTT folder depicting a woman with ear- 
ly telephone 

13 4 

PHILATELIC LITERATURE 
116 GROSSES HANDBUCH DER ABSTEMPLUNGEN AUF SCHWEIZER MARKEN 

1843-1882, F.X. Andres and Hans Emmenegger, 1931 including supplement pub-
lished in 1954, plus 21 tissue guides to identify markings. In French, German, Italian 
and Romansch. Over 800 pages between both books. Detailed guide to Swiss postal 
markings. "A" condition due to some adhesive on part of the surface of the front cover 
of the supplement. Current retail $280.00 

160 

117 GROSSES HANDBUCH DER ABSTEMPLUNGEN AUF SCHWEIZER MARKEN 
1843-1907, F.X. Andres and Hans Emmenegger, 1969, in five 4-ring binders, three 4-
ring binders of illustrations, and 22 transparent foils to identify markings. Detailed 
guide to Swiss postal markings. "A+" condition with the exception of some adhesive on 
part of the front cover of the supplement. Current retail $120.00 

60 

118 STEHENDE HELVETIA 1882 — 1907. Guinand, Valko, Doorenbos, Hertsch .In 
French and German; 352 pages, hard cover, like new. Well illustrated, some in color. 
Current retail $180.00 

90 

119 1924 ZUMSTEIN SPEZIAL-KATALOG and Handbuch uber die Briefmarken der 
Schweizerischen Eidgenossenschaft III. Includes all plate pages. "B+" condition with 
some fox-spots on page edges and plate position pages. Binding is solid, but there is 
some sort of adhesive on parts of the back cover. 

100 

120 1954 DIE MARKENHEFTCHEN, KEHRDRUCK- UND ZWISCHENSTEGMARKEN 
DER SCHWEIZ 1904-1954; Muller; 120 pages with 10 color plates, perfect bound; in 
German. "B+" condition with a water stain at bottom of front and back covers; solid 
binding. An interesting early catalog of these items that contains a great deal of in-
formation that is not easily available elsewhere. 

70 

121 1961 TANNER FDC CATALOG; Hans Tanner; 48 pages, saddle-stitch bound; in 
German and French. "B" condition with edge and corner wear; solid binding. Lists the 
official PTT first day cancels for all modern issues. Interesting to compare 1961 prices 
to today's catalog values. 

10 

122 1984 ERSTTAG- UND SPEZIALKATALOG; Schwarzenbach and Bietenholz; 216 
pages, paperback; in German and French with an introduction in English. "B" condi-
tion with edge and corner wear; binding is still solid but has some breaking pages. 
Lists FDCs, Collection-sheets, Tag der Briefmarke, Bundesfeier cards, PJ cards and 
Briefli, and some maximum cards. The 1984 prices are interesting and sometimes ab-
surd (collection-sheets, in particular) 

5 
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123 1992 ZUMSTEIN SPEZIALKATALOG SCHWEIZ, XXIV Auflage; M. Hertsch; Zums- 
tein; xxx plus 1034 pages, hard cover with thumb index; in German with an introduc-
tion in German, French, and English. This is the last single-volume edition of this 
catalog. "A" condition with some rolled corners and writing on the thumb-index pages. 
Binding is solid with some cover board corner dings from shipping. Current retail 
$40.00 

15 

124 2002 ZUMSTEIN KATALOG SCHWEIZ / LIECHTENSTEIN; Zumstein; 662 pages, 
perfect bound; in German and French with an English introduction. "A+" condition. If 
you don't have the current (or any) edition, this older one will help you find many va-
rieties and provide price guidelines. Current retail $20.00 

5 

125 2002 ZUMSTEIN GANZSACHEN SPEZIALKATALOG SCHWEITZ; Zumstein; 352 
pages, perfect bound, in German with an introduction in German, French and Eng-
lish. "A+" condition; like new with exception of Styne Co. sticker on front cover. This 
edition was totally rewritten and features the new numbering system If you don't 
have the current 2010 edition or are still using the old 1984 catalog, this edition will 
be a big help. Current retail $50.00 

20 

126 1978 SCHWEIZERISCHES LUFTPOST-HANDBUCH; SAPhV; paperback, in Ger- 
man. "A" condition with some corner/edge wear, and other minor, cosmetic faults. 
Otherwise, like new inside. This is an inexpensive introduction to what you can find 
in a dealer's box of covers. You'll also avoid overpaying for a common item. 

5 

127 ORTSVERZEICHNIS, Swiss PTT, 1989. List of Post Offices. VERZEICHNIS DER 
POSTLEITZAHLEN, Swiss PTT, 1989. List of postal zones. NUMERISCHES VER-
ZEICHNIS DER POSTLEITZAHLEN, Swiss PTT, 1989. List of postal codes. 

5 

128 PHILATELISTISCHES WORTERVERZEICHNIS, Zumstein, the old one, 24 pages, 
saddle-stitched. Philatelic dictionary, German to 6 languages, including English. 
Binding is OK, but pages are starting to yellow with age. 

5 

Heinz Katcher 
1922 - 2009 

(Continued from page 8) Katcher paid 
close attention to the material that came through 

BUYING / SELLING 
WORLD COINS 

Specializing in coins and medals of 

SWITZERLAND 

U.S. Distributor of 
Modern Schiitzentaler 

Craig Keplinger 
Keplinger World Coins 

P 0 Box 5123 
CORALVILLE IA 52241 

Website: www.numiswiss.com  
PH: (319)339-9447; FAX: (319)339-9465 

Email: keplinoercoins@mchsi.com  

his shop, and made several important discoveries; 
the best known is the 5-cent rayed star postage 
due stamp. Katcher's own account of the discovery 
was published in TELL March 1993; you can read 
it in the TELL archive on our website. 

He also paid attention to the needs and in-
terests of his customers and helped build their col-
lections. For many years he sent beautiful Swiss 
calendars to his customers every Christmas. I still 
use them — selecting a year with the same days of 
the week as the current year! 

In later years, Katcher bought a cottage on 
the southwest coast, and spent more time there 
and less in London. After his wife Betty died, he 
spent nearly all of his time there at the cottage 
they loved. He sold his business to one of his 
clients, who may yet reopen it. He is survived by 
his daughters Angela and Yvonne. 

Portions of this report were from the obitu-
ary in the Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter of 
February 2010; many thanks to them. 

George Struble 
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which includes first class postage; Canada and Mexico $26; 
overseas air delivery, $31. Request membership applications 
from the Secretary or download from Web page. Change-of-
Address should be sent to the Secretary. 

Commercial advertising copy and rate inquiries should be 
sent to the Editor. Advertising deadlines: Feb. 1, Apr. 1, June 1, 
Aug. 1, Oct. 1, Dec. 1. 
Printed by Inkspot Printing, Salem Oregon 97301. 

The American Helvetia Philatelic Society 
(AHPS) is a non-profit educational 
organization with IRS 501(c)3 status. AHPS 
is dedicated to the advancement of Swiss 
philately and building a community of 
members who share an interest in Swiss 
philately. 

TELL is the primary means of communication 
among AHPS members. The goals of TELL 
are 
• inform its readers about Swiss philately 
• support the activities of AHPS 
• provide publishing opportunities for 

research in Swiss philately 
• serve needs of AHPS members 
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American Helvetia Philatelic Society 
Treasurer's Report 

Calendar Year 2009 

I am pleased to submit the financial results of the Society for 2009 as compared to 2008. In this presentation, I 
have adjusted each year's balance sheet presentation to reflect an accrual basis of accounting. As was noted last 
year, the 2008 decline in net assets resulted primarily from our investment in the future of our hobby through 
the production of our promotional booklet. In 2009, our net assets increased by $1,371 as we rebuilt our 
financial resources for future use. 

I would also like to express my appreciation to Harry Winter for his many years of service to the Society as our 
previous Treasurer and for his assistance to me during the transition. Thank you Harry! 

INCOME 2009 2008 
Membership dues $ 	5,498 $ 	6,559 
TELL advertising 1,021 827 
Auction proceeds 1,700 1,972 
Sales circuits 522 300 
Publications 32 3 
Interest on accounts 31 216 
Donations 731 857 
Collections for GB & Swiss memberships 1,710 1,795 
Swiss Verein Grant 270 293 

TOTAL INCOME 11,515 12,822 

EXPENSES 
TELL publication & distribution 5,905 6,390 
Web Site & Audio Visual programming 82 30 
Trophies and Awards 295 74 
Publications 700 800 
Promotional booklet 4,331 
Annual meeting & publicity 522 386 
Secretarial supplies, postage, printing, misc. 923 1,501 
Corporate & legal 57 775 
GB & Swiss membership remittances 1,660 1,672 

TOTAL EXPENSES 10,144 15,959 

CHANGES IN NET ASSETS $ 1,371  ($ 3,137) 

ASSETS Dec 31, 2009 Dec 31, 2008 
Cash - checking account $21,494 $10,671 
Cash - savings account 6,780 
Cash - certificate of deposit 10,000 9,021 
Cash balance of auction program 1,000 1,000 
Publications loan receivable - LaBlonde book 500 1,200 

TOTAL ASSETS $32,994 $28,672 

LIABILITIES 
Dues and advertising income collected in advance $ 	5,101 $ 2,150 

TOTAL LIABILITIES $ 	5,101 $ 2,150 

NET ASSETS $27,893 $26,522 

Memo: Life Membership Fund Balance $ 	4,664 $ 	4,664 
Unrestricted Balance 23,229 21,858 

Respectfully submitted, Bruce Marsden, Treasurer 



What Else is Going On? 
by George Struble 

This column will appear from time to time, 
to record things that don't fit in longer articles. 
It's sort of like Michael Rutherfoord's "Did You 
Know?" column that appears in the Helvetia Phila-
telic Society Newsletter every month and is avidly 
read there. Please send me items that could be of 
interest to our readers. 

Speaking of Rutherfoord's column, his col-
umns back to their beginnings in 1972 are nicely 
mounted at www.swiss-philately.co.uk ,the Socie-
ty's website. The most recent years are held back 
as a privilege of membership. In his column in the 
December 2009 Newsletter — column number 451; 
can you imagine! — Rutherfoord writes that at age 
85 he doesn't want to have to meet monthly dead-
lines any more. But we are delighted that this is 
not the end of wonderful stuff from the irrepressi-
ble Michael; we are grateful to him for two items 
for this issue of TELL! 

If you collect Pro Juventute or Pro Patria 

stamps, you may want to check out the websites 
www.propatria.ch  and  www.projuventute.ch .  

James Miller writes us that he has started 
a philatelic genealogy website  http://philgen.org .  
Letters and cards, especially those from one coun-
try to another, can help establish ties between 
family members and contribute to our genealogical 
research. His website has more than a thousand 
envelopes and postcards, including over a dozen 
between Switzerland and the US. The items are 
posted with photos, and census or similar details 
on the sender and/or addressee. His email address 
is  jim@philgen.org.  He would welcome covers you 
have that can deepen someone's genealogical 
knowledge. 

The Royal Philatelic Society London has 
started a very ambitious project of mounting on a 
website indexes to over two thousand philatelic 
journals. Twenty-five are now up, and TELL is 
one of them. You can check out the project at 
www.rpsl.org.uk.  But be warned that some fea-
tures/content are reserved for members, at least 
during the shakedown period. 

Switzerland's Domestic Postal Money Order Forms 
(continued from page 2) handstamp to show which of the 11 postal district headquarters was responsible 
for its money order accounting. 

New versions of these cards appeared beginning in 1872 with different styles of type for the text. 
The most noticeable change is the replacement of arched text over the denomination with straight text un-
der the denomination. 

Effective September 1, 1876, new cards reflected significant changes in the amounts of acceptable 
money orders and the scale of uniform fees. The maximum amount rose from 401-500fr to 901-1,000fr. 
The new minimum fee for up to 100fr became 30c instead of 20c (Figure 4). This meant that the previously 
top fee of 60c would pay for only 301-400fr instead of 401-500fr. The six new steps up to 901-1,000fr re-
quired an extension of the fee schedule up to 120c. 

As an economy move, however, the Postal Department issued a revised card for only the new 30c 
minimum rate, with the entire scale of new uniform rates for the different amounts printed on its back. On 
the three 1872 holdover cards (40c, 50c and 60c), it instructed postal clerks to invalidate the upper right 
text since the maximum amount of money printed there as acceptable for each fee was no longer correct. 
To invalidate this text, the clerks used their old federal grill cancels (Figure 5), which were officially with-
drawn on May 23, 1857, or simply crossed out the text with ink strokes. 

For money orders requiring more than the previously maximum 60c fee, the clerks were further in-
structed to add adhesive stamps to the cards as needed for full payment of the higher fees (Figure 6). 
These instructions appear in new boxed text in the upper corners of the new 1876 30c card, another of its 
distinguishing features. Any adhesive stamps were usually stuck on top of either the old text stating the 
out-of-date allowable amount or the new boxed instructions to add stamps. 

On June 1, 1883, the Postal Department reduced the minimum fee from 30c to 20c but only for money or-
ders up to 20fr. The 30c fee then paid for 21-100fr, the same previous maximum amount for 30c. As in 
1876, however, the Postal Department issued a new card for only the new 20c minimum fee (Figure 7), us-
ing the new color of lilac instead of orange, with the entire scale of rates for the different amounts 
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Fig. 5. 1872 violet 50c card originally valid for 301-400fr, with old fed-
eral cancel annulling upper right text so it could be used instead for 
201-300fr. Money order for 250fr sent from St. Blaise in Postal District 
IV (headquarters in Neuchatel) to Geneva, March 3, 1879. 

printed on the back. For the higher fees the postal 
clerks continued to add adhesive stamps. 

Still another change in the minimum fee be-
came effective on November 1, 1884, when 20c again paid for up to 100fr. The Postal Department issued a 
new card (Figure 8), this time in red instead of lilac. This change meant that the 30c fee paid for 101-200fr, 
twice its previous maximum amount. The top of the fee schedule then became 110c instead of 120c for the 
maximum amount of 1,000fr. This revised schedule was printed in full on the back of the new 20c card. 
Again, the Postal Department declined to print any other new cards for the higher fees. 

Finally on July 1, 1891, a new minimum fee of 15c took effect for up to 20fr, leaving the 20c fee still 
enough for 21-100fr and all other higher fees and amounts unchanged. The color of a new card for 15c was 
blue (Figure 9). Following previous practices, the Postal Department printed the full fee schedule on the 
back and issued no other cards for the higher fees. 

Into 1905 the Postal Department continued to reprint the 1884 red 20c card (a variety with straight 
instead of decorative lines for the text boxes) and the 1891 blue 15c card, with the last printing for both in 

Fig. 6. 1872 carmine 60c card originally valid for 401-500fr, with three 
20c Sitting Helvetia adhesive stamps needed to help pay the 120c fee 
for the maximum amount of 901-1,000fr. Money order for 1,000fr sent 
from Les Ponts-de-Martel in Postal District IV (headquarters in 
Neuchatel) to Romanshorn, August 2, 1879. Supplemental stamps 
cover the upper-right printed text stating the out-of-date maximum 
amount. 

Fig. 7. 1883 lilac 20c card for new minimum fee for 1-20fr, used with 
10c Cross & Numeral adhesive stamp needed to help pay the new 30c 
fee for 21-100fr. Money order for 97fr 70c sent from St. Imier in Postal 
District IV (Neuchatel headquarters) to Geneva, April 29, 1884. 

Fig. 8. 1884 red 20c card for new minimum fee for 1-100fr., used with 
two 15c Cross & Numeral adhesive stamps needed to help pay the new 
50c fee for 301-400fr. Money order for 344fr 65c sent from Flums in 
Postal District X (headauarters in Churl to Geneva. February 6. 1886. 
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Expertization of World Classics 
Reliable, Competitively Priced &  FAST! 

Estimated Turnaround Time: 2-3 WEEKS! 1 

Do you have stamps or covers 
which require certification? 

Mail them today! 

Liane & Sergio Sismondo 
Philatelic Experts 
10035 Carousel Center Drive 
Syracuse, New York 13290-0001 
TEL (315) 422-2331 
FAX (315) 422-2956 

sismondoAdreamscape.com  

PM")  
EXPERTS Fwww.si smondostamps.com  
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Register for our first Online Auction and join the bid-
ders for an interesting selection of Postal History spe-
cialities, many other Philatelic gems as well as Picture 
Postcards. The full catalogue will be available for vie-
wing on our website from mid August. Register now! 

Rolli-Sch5r Ltd. 
Seidenhofstr. 2 	Tel +41 41 226 02 02 	infogrcelliphila ch 
CH-6003 Lucerne Fax +41 41 226 02 01 	www rcelliptula 

June that year. After production stopped, similar 
cards without imprinted values became available, 
but the denominated cards continued in use until 
the Postal Department used up its stocks. So came 
to an end a 38%-year period (1867-1905) during 
which the only new denominated cards were for the 
minimum fees for money orders as they continually 
changed: 20c/100fr, 30c/100fr, 20c/20fr, 20c/100fr 
and 15c/20fr. 

In 1905 the Postal Department processed 
7,708,000 money orders. Because of the introduc-
tion of postal checking (giro) accounts at all 3,800 
post offices on January 1, 1906, the number of 
money orders began to decline over many years. 
The giro accounts, with their in-and-out payments 
and cashless transfers between accounts, proved to 
be easily accessible and convenient for more and 
more customers. Nevertheless, the money order 
service still exists today. 

Fig. 9. 1891 blue 15c card for new minimum fee for 1-20fr, used with 5c 
Cross & Numeral adhesive stamp needed to help pay the new 20c fee 
for 21-100fr. Money order for 69fr 10c sent from Davos Dorf in Postal 
District X (headquarters in Chur) to Basel, June 7, 1895. (James John-
stone collection) 
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